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^ADVERTISEMENT, 

TIE chief Reafon of publishing the fol¬ 
lowing Satyr ? was a Paragraph in the 
|Caledonian Mere (try , alluring the Author of the 
|be(l Poem on the Scarcity of the Copper Coin 5 a 
^Premium of Four Guineas. 

This Subject, at firft View, will appear to 
|bc pretty barren. It is no eafy Matter to ac¬ 
count for the Decreafe of our Halfpence, elpe- 
§cially as they arc current in no other Kingdom. 

A great many plaufible Things may be acF 
|vanccd 5 fuch as the vaft Multitudes of Poor 3 
|\vho fwarm in every Part of the Nation, and 
|pick up a large Quantity of the Copper Species; 
pthefe, tho’ they difperfe the mod of it ag in 3 
|yet allowing them only to lay afidc 40 Half- 
|pencc each, in a Year, will loon (considering 
Ijtheir Number) make them Scarce,. 

\ The Duke of Lr——d'——le coined 40000’ 
|Stone of Copper , tho’ he had only a Licence 
jiordooo, for which a Procefs was defigned to' 
‘beraifed againlt him and the Managers of tho 

Mint. 



We cannot certainly trace the Antiquity 0 f 
the Copper Coin in Scotland $ fome VirtuoJiy\^ 
its Original as high as the Reign of King *2},. 
cvW, others incline to think it was only intro¬ 
duced in the Days of King James IL Hha]| 
leave it to others to determine, whether its be¬ 
ing us’d at all be a Lofs or Advantage to the 
Nation. 

In writing my Thoughts upon this Subjeft, 1 
judged the loofe fatyrical Way the moft proper 5 
as hereby I endeavour to infpire into my Coun¬ 
try Men a juft Indignation at a Set of Men, 
whole Arts have fo near ruined us. 



ON THE 

SCARCITY: 

OF THE 



i __ .Ridentem dicers venim 

Quid r uetat ? -- 


3 ^K£0\V, Barbers, Bakers, Coblers, Buyers, 
Etf&Vvra Sellers* 


m sci]ors > 

Hofts, Ale-Wives, Drawers, Crycrs, and Re- 
tailers. 

Country and Town* with one Content, declare 
Some Men are and Chopper wondrous 
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Now, all the honed Halfpence in a Shire* 
[Were quite too little for one C — m —‘ 5 s Hire; 

[Would fcarccly to Sir R -/buy a Carter* 

Or plead Admiffion with a Statefman’s Porter 
L Wh^ncc comes this Famine? This great Dearth 
of Pence ? 

Prom Want of Mines ? or R —-1 Negligence? 

DID not the cruel Halter* and the Law, 
Keep Vulcan $ publick-minded Sons in Awe,' 
'Britain would never feel the Pence decreafe, 
But Tinker-Mints damp royal Images $ 

Coed Sand and Brafs would prove our current 
Coin 3 

[And R—b inftead of L-—d— — le purloin® 
3/1 ANY a Charles of L — d~ — les Creation^ 
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> 

j And,fince.their Births,have wander’d manyMiles^i 

| 

j from the South Border to the YVdlern Ifles ; 

S . \ 

j Have been, in Prifons long by Mifcrs kept, 

i 

i 

: Oft gladed Beggars, and with Ale-Wives flept| 

? 

} 

j Now, funk with Toil, and impotent thro’Age, 

i 

i ! 

5 1 

j Would beg Allowance to go off the Stage ; 

f 

j 

i 

! Unthankful People cry, A Cheat, a Cheat, 

n 

Tho’ they have bought thefe People’s Fat er§ 
Meat, 

The Willi ams , too, of the fame Fate complain^ 
And to the Georges call for Aid--—in vain $ 

For they, regardlefs of the publick Need, 

And Friends Diflrcfs are lazy to fucceed i 
’Tis fure they have no State-Affairs to do ; 

: Tis Gold buys Votes, or they’d have fwarm’cf 
ere now? 
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'tapper fervcs only for the meaner Sort 
Of People $ Copper never goes at Court. 

And fincc one Shilling ean full Twelve Pence 
weigh, 

Silver is better far in Germany* 

’Tis true the Vulgar feek it, What of that ? 

They are not Statefmen,-let the Vulgar wait. 

Did they the royal Navy’s Aid implore, ^ 
To teach the Spaniards to give plund’ring o’er, \ 
And what’s already plunder’d to reftore, J 
It were no Wonder if they fued in vain $ 

How dreadful is the Armament of Spain! 

But could ‘Britannia its dread Thilip meet; 
Yet, ah ! how powerful the Ternman Fleet! 
Pacifick C —~~r minds the publick Weal, 

And mourns the Hardships which his Subjects feel, 

LikQ 



Like Jove quaffs Nectar> while the World# 


at Odds- 


And laughs at all the Squabies of the Gous J 
Yet Jove fometimes with Thunderbolts will 
fcourge* 

But yet we never heard the Guns of G . 

Had we no Gold, we could not wonder much* 
Gold is too courtly for the vulgar Touch 5 
This is the current Species of the State 3 
And ftill goes round the Circle of the Great? 

kjr 

From Kings to Peers ? from Peers to Commons 
then 

From Commons buys its Way to Kings again* 
Befides, fince Princes deal in Exportation.* 

Xhi$ Ware can never ovcrftock the Nation j : 
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IV’hile it mufl: foreign Ladies Wants fupply^ 

It will not hoarded with its Owners ly 0 
But When did ever weighty, clumfy Pence, 
(Poor vulgar Metal, without Excellence ) 
E’er vifit Court, or leave the Pritifh Shore ? 
It e’en mufl: trudge at Home amongfl: the Poor* 

< HOW much to Statefmens Tricks our Coun* 
try owes. 

The prefent Deluge of our MisVy fliows 0 
Sir R—t rules,*-—*tis truc^—but what of that? 
He fays we’re happy, and who dares difpute ? 
Jf .—the mighty Statcfman, O the Wonder! 
That ne’er went wrong, and ne’er committed 
Blunder, 

By Nature form’d to aft the ‘Patriot's Part$ 

/ 

'^bhors Corruption from his very Heart * 

f-lsi 


who could 
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He never brib’d, ■—good Man l 
have thought it ? 

And Place and Penfion he-he never fought its 

How many handfom Treaties has he made ? 

And how* improv’d our home and foreign Trade? 
How marly Allies now has 1 Britain got ? 

And all her humble Servants,—Are they not ? 
Crciftfman , be mute, or write in his Defence, 
And, Lift let on i talk henceforth Common Senfe 0 
Conjoin’d with him another Hero (lands. 
Lieutenant General of his venal Bands. 

The Mufc’s Song the mighty I - ay claims^ 

For noblefl ProjeGs in his Bread he frames: 
Unwearied dill he a£t$ with vad Applaufq 
A Motile perpetmm in his Country’s Cauffc; 




A 



r io ] 

A Fop toB.ib’ry, with an honcft Zeal 
Tr ; ps up and down to ferve the Common Weal; 
Ail falfc Returns, unfair Elections hates ; 

Tis honcft Men and Means that I — >ay rates, 
Tab Scotland feels, for, fince he had theRule,^ 
The Bench of Juftice has not got one F— 1 , 

V 

N t one of all our Sixteen Peers been made J 
his Tool. J 

Lord! what a Set of empty-noddidd Squires, 
The wife Sr R.—t for his Purpofe hires \ 

Like landed Halfpence, fpread thro’all the Land 
Tbo’ little worth, yet ever at Command •> 
.Whofe Talents ly in trav’iing much at Heme, 
Their n cer Ears can’t bear the thundhingDrum* 
Indeed ’twere Pity the gay Thing fliculd quit 
His Bottle, Whore, the Play-Hcufe and the Pit 2 


Since 
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Since 2 Dniry-Lane_ has fach prevailing Charms, 
’Twill keep our young Nobility fiom Arms ; 

In foreign Climes how naufeous is the Air ? 
They could not breathe in Hungary, I’ll fwear; 
With their nice‘Tafte could Oczakow aeree ? 
They’d die away in the Malcide de c Pai\ 

HOW happy he ! bleft with his native Store, 
Can quaff his Bottle, and enjoy his Whore ; 

Can drefs, pimp, prattle, flatter, and what not? 
Shine at the Court, or in a Senate vote ; 

At Play-Houfe ogle, fauntcr in the Malf 
Be gay, game, hunt, drink, dance, laugh loud, 

" — 1 — * that’s all ; 

From vulgar 1 Hounds with brave 7 )i[order part , 

And ft,latch an Oath beyond the Rules of Art y 

Get drunk, bed with a Doxy, fhew the Town 

The Odds betwixt a Gentleman and Clown. 

O 1 


L 
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P! could I fing thefe worthy Statefmens Praife 
In Strains befitting, 1 fhould gain the Bays $ 
Poor Ctilley Cibber foon depofcd would be, 

And G——~e transfer the Laureate to me, 
WHILE fuch do manage, let all Wonder ceafe: 
*'Tis falfe,our Trade and Pence do both incrcafc. 
Time was, his true, when Mints coin’d Half¬ 
pence falter. 

When Br—e the elder L - cl-—le was Matter, 

Who, to fupply the Army and himfelf, 

The Church’s Roof converted into Pcltt 
Whatever royal Licence might allow, 

CJood Man ! he thought Six thoufand Stone too 
few. 

Among fo many Sons of Mars to deal. 

And help a needful Friend he lik'd as well, 

Sg 
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So paid their Due, appropriate what was o’er,’ 
Their Portion Six, his only Thirty Four. 

TP 

f CAN that be true which honeft People lay, 

\ 

| 

i That wc bear nothing Home, and much away 3 

£ 

| 

| That there are mighty Multitudes of fiich 

I 

3 

i 

| Who have too little, or who have too much s 

i 

s 

[ The latter to the former ftill are Foes, 

i 7 

{ 

| Thefc Courtiers call’d, the murmuring Vulgar 

I 

j 

thofe. 

Hence fome Mens Profit, hence come fomc Mens 
Ills, 

Profp’rous Excife 3 Sir R. - is righteous Bills 5 

Upright Elections,where much honour’d Squires, 
And frugal Burghers, never take no Hires; 
Things arc well manag’d, and there’s no refufing 
A courtly Member of Sir R——t's chufing, 

Who 
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Who may, like him, treat the afpiring Great; 
And by his Yes and No make an Eftate : 

He may indeed give Confcience in to Boot, 
But what of that — if all is well without ? 
Hence Gaugers, Waiters, Cuftom-Officers, 
Wcll-fcd Collectors, and Comtniffioners, 
Clerks, Supervifors, a tremendous Band, 
Like Egypt's Locufts eat up all the Land. 
Hence Beggars, in Proportion to Excife, 

And Trade declining, in fuch Numbers rife, 

As Courtiers Gold, they Pence monopolize. 

WHAT various Ills, O Scotia , haft thou feenr 
And what Misfortune has the U-r— n been ? 
Enflav’d, excis’d by a corrupted Crew, 

A curs’d, a brib’d, a damn’d abandon’d few; 

Who 
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IWhofet their ConfcienceandtheirVotesto Sale; 

\ 

l 

! 

And trudge to London dor their private Weal* 
All join’d to drain their Country’s little Store; 

f 

lAnd only leave the Halfpence to the Poor. 

i 

i 

a 

iPoor Scotia now is over-run with Whores, 

i * 

\ 

| 

I’Tis all the Copper we preferve as ours : 

r 

[But why fhould we at fuch a Thing repine,* 

|Ev’n foreign Whores at C-1 are current Coin} 

[ 0 ! When again fliall Caledonia fee 

\ 

p priftine Age, when happy, great and free,’ 

i 

I 

^bove Corruption, and cleferv’dly great, 

\ 

i 

Her Aid was courted by each foreign State ; 

i 

5 

While by her Sons the great Gujlavus own’d 

i 

pisVi6t’ries gain’djhisI-IeadwithLaurcls crown’d? 

* 


P^Ppy the Age of Scotian Liberties! 

V 

|luch Virtue, foiall Eftates, and no Excife f 


When 
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When Scotfm'en were content with ScoHJh Coin, 

'And Gentlemen for thiftl’d Penfce could dine : 

.When honeft Merks did ev’ry Thing but bribe. 

And virtuous Dollars wfere an ufeful Tribe: 

Ere Whitehall?™* and Sterling came inFafliion, 

And Mnglijh Plenty ’^overifli’d out Nation : 

Ere Englijh Peers, t’undo their Debtors, lent, 

And ftole our Money South at Four per Cent: 

>* 

Ere Squires expos’d their Confciences to Sale, 
And publick Agents fought their private Weal: 
Then Gentlemen could live on honeft Pence, 
Content: with Nature 3 and with plain goodScnfe,- 
Drunk their own Beer 3 and eat their native Meats, 
Hich tho’ they had not thoufand Pound Eftates? 
k Went not beyond the ‘Tweed tofervethe Crown, 
Anc} had good Laws and Halfpence of their own* 
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